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Education
University of Georgia 	     Athens, GA
Ph.D. in Psychology, Cognitive Neuroscience | Expected 2030	   
GPA: 3.76
Advisor: Ashley F. Sanders, Ph.D. 

University of Alabama	Tuscaloosa, AL
B.A. in Psychology; B.A. in Criminal Justice, May 2025	
  Concentration: Neuroscience and Developmental Psychology
  Minor: Cyber Criminology
  GPA: 3.88
Research Experience


 University of Georgia – Stress, Environment, and Neurodevelopment (SEND) Lab	Athens, GA
Graduate Research Assistant 	 August 2025 – Present
    Principal Investigator: Ashley F. Sanders, Ph.D.
· Conduct developmental neuroimaging research examining socioeconomic adversity, neurodevelopment, and cognitive and behavioral outcomes in youth.
· Process and analyze diffusion MRI (DTI), resting-state fMRI, and task-based fMRI data using neuroimaging and computational pipelines.
· Conduct quantitative analyses of large-scale developmental datasets to examine moderators of youth behavioral outcomes.
· Support collection and processing of blood-based biomarkers to investigate associations between socioeconomic stress, immune signaling, and neurodevelopment.
· Coordinate participant-facing research procedures, data organization, quality control, and documentation for ongoing developmental neuroscience studies.
· Train and mentor undergraduate research assistants in research procedures, data management, participant activities, and laboratory protocols.

University of Alabama – KID Lab                                                                                                                                    Tuscaloosa, AL
Research Assistant                                                                                                                                   September 2024 – May 2025
  Principal Investigator: Ansley Gilpin, Ph.D.
· Conducted school-based developmental research with children examining executive function, play-based leadership, and social connectedness.
· Administered and processed child cognitive and behavioral assessments following standardized research protocols.

University of Alabama – DIY Lab                                                                                                                                        Tuscaloosa, AL                
Research Assistant                                                                                                                                       November 2024 – May 2025
Principal Investigator: Peter Castagna, Ph.D.
· Assisted with EEG/ERP preprocessing for research examining emotion regulation in youth.
· Identified and coded ERP components to examine neural correlates of aggression and adversity in youth.








 Presentations and Grants

Jenkins, K. P., & Sanders, A. F., (2026, September). Psychosocial Threat Moderates Associations Between Default Mode – Pallidum Connectivity and Later Obsessive-Compulsive Symptoms in Early Adolescence. Poster accepted for presentation at the Flux Society for Developmental Cognitive Neuroscience Annual Meeting, La Jolla, CA.

National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship Program (NSF GRFP) 
Graduate Research Fellowship Applicant, November 2025 – applied, not funded
Developed and submitted an independent research proposal focused on socioeconomic and environmental adversity, predictive processing, and neurodevelopment in youth.

Teaching Experience
University of Georgia
Athens, GA 
Teaching Assistant 
August 2025 – Present

PSYC 1101: Elementary Psychology | Fall 2025 – Present 
· Lead exam review sessions for undergraduate students.
· Grade assignments and examinations.
· Provide individualized academic support during office hours.
· Support student learning of foundational psychological concepts and research methods.

PSYC 4100: Cognitive Neuroscience | Fall 2026
· Support course instruction, grading, and student learning in upper-level psychology coursework.
· Assist with course materials, student questions, and instructional activities related to brain-behavior relationships and cognitive processes.

University of Alabama
Tuscaloosa, AL
Teaching Assistant – Developmental Psychology 
January 2025 – May 2025
· Assisted with course delivery, grading, and classroom management.
· Supported student learning of developmental psychology concepts and applications of developmental research.

Technical and Research Skills
Neuroimaging: FSL, FreeSurfer; diffusion MRI/DTI preprocessing and tract-based metrics; resting-state fMRI; functional connectivity; MRI quality control
Programming & Quantitative Analysis: R, MATLAB, SPSS; quantitative data analysis; data management and visualization
Experimental & Research Methods: PsychoPy, E-Prime; EEG/ERP preprocessing; child cognitive and behavioral assessment; blood-based biomarker collection and processing; cytokine assays
Research Training & Certifications: CITI Social & Behavioral Research, Research with Children, Biomedical Research, Internet-Based Research; Bloodborne Pathogens Training; Research Occupational Health & Safety; Phlebotomy Training – In Progress
 

